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trust to evaluate my medical treatment? Caregivers:
Your healthcare team Practices seeking

compensation for work they did on a patient's behalf
have been the subject of a study by the Dartmouth
Atlas and other publications and commentators. The

centerpiece of the study seems to be a new
perspective by a key contributor, Dartmouth

hospital president Dr. George Barnes, on whose
behalf The Dartmouth Atlas compiled an extensive

and detailed dataset of claims in the New
Hampshire lawsuit. Dr. Barnes says that he (and his
team) seeks to be fair, to not cherry-pick data, and
to "do the best job [we] can" in analyzing the case.

But the implications of his "I am not a doctor"
statement have put pressure on critics of the study

and of the specific sources on whose behalf the
study was performed. He says he is also "not a

lawyer," and thus concludes from his description
that the purpose of the study was "to make a

scholarly contribution." Based on his description, it
is hard to understand why he concludes that the

study was "not designed for the purpose of
influencing the outcome of the lawsuit." It
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